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Display Modes


Organic Art is designed to run best in 16-bit colour modes.  True colour modes give only slightly better visual quality, but run more slowly and use more memory.  8-bit modes can run considerably faster, but there is some loss of visual quality, you may also see occasional palette problems.


800x600x16 or 640x480x16 are good choices, depending on the speed of your hardware.  For slower machines, you can go to 640x480x8, and for top-spec hardware 1024x768x16 is ideal.





Compatibility with Organic Art 1.05 Retail


You can install both the full Organic Art 1.05 Retail product (or the Designer Demo) and the Microsoft Edition at the same time on the same machine.  However, due to new file formats in Direct3D, you cannot use the Organic Designer application to edit or create scenes in the Microsoft  Edition, and the Microsoft Edition cannot run scenes intended for Organic Art Retail or vice versa.





3D Hardware Acceleration


3D hardware support has not been tested on a wide range of 3D boards, and so is disabled by default.


Note 3D hardware may cause a display mode switch to match its required colour depth, even if mode-switching is otherwise disabled.�Note also that scenes which use “trails” must always render into system memory, and therefore will not take advantage of 3D hardware (which must always render into VRAM).


If your 3D accelerator does not support texture mapping, textures and backdrops will be dropped when the hardware is in use.





Compatibility with Win32s and Windows NT


Organic Art 1.05 uses Reality Lab, which is compatible with Windows 3.1/Win32s, Windows 95 and Windows NT.  However, the Microsoft Edition uses Direct3D, which only runs on Windows 95 and on future versions of Windows NT 4.x.





Mode Switching


The DirectDraw mode switching can sometime cause icon graphics in active applications to change colour.  This effect is harmless and temporary, however to prevent it disable mode switching in the configuration dialog.








